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New ECAD connection to Cideon Conify

The Culmination of Configuration in
Machine Building

Cideon Conify lets machine builders who use a
product configurator automatically create
mechanical construction data and bills of materials —
directly from the configurator itself. At the SPS trade
fair, a new ECAD connection to Conify is being
presented that also includes the Eplan electrical
engineering platform, considerably simplifying
engineering for customer-specific orders. The
system can also create a mechatronic bill of
materials at the same time.

Nuremberg/Grafelfing/Monheim, Germany, 14 November
2023 — Product configurators are already being used by
numerous machine builders. As of today, the configured
machines must often be “re-imagined” in the engineering
department each and every time. Cideon Conify changes
this completely since engineering and construction can
be included within the automation process. Amongst the
many things that can be accomplished with the software,
it allows the generation of engineering data and bills of
materials directly from the configurator — based on the
native CAD data. This means that the design engineer
doesn’t have to manually generate each variant. Many
machine builders already use this option for their
mechanical designs. Complex engineering designs are
generated in MCAD software such as Autodesk Inventor
or Solidworks at the push of a button, stored in the PDM,
and the bills of materials are made available in the ERP
system.

The new connection to Eplan

At the SPS trade fair, Eplan and Cideon will be
presenting a Conify extension that includes an even
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more complex discipline, thereby opening up even more
possibilities for streamlining electrical engineering
processes. If the machine builder uses Eplan
Engineering Configuration — EEC for short — the
schematics and the electrical documentation can also be
generated with just one mouse click. Thanks to the new
connection to Eplan, schematics and the entire
electrotechnical documentation can now be automatically
generated directly from within the product configurator —
provided the appropriate prep work has been carried out.

Making it mechatronic

The advantages of this ECAD extension go far beyond
the electrical engineering itself. Users can now export
bills of materials that are consistent for use in both
mechanical and electrical engineering, making for a truly
mechatronic bill of materials. This bill of materials can
also be further processed in production as well as at the
administrative level (purchasing, costing). What this
specifically means is that while the sales team is working
with the customer to configure the machine it needs, the
schematics and the (mechatronic) bill of materials for the
machine are created almost in passing. Production can
already start planning while purchasing can start ordering
the required components. This is currently the highest
level of development for “engineering automation”
available. It generates process reliability and greatly
simplifies and accelerates variant engineering.
Production and procurement processes are also
significantly streamlined.

In conclusion

Machine builders that produce variants and work with
configurators can realise the highest degree of
automation with this digital process — from sales to
delivery. The new Cideon Conify ECAD connection will
be presented “live” at the SPS trade fair.
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Find out more at: www.cideon.com/solutions/conify/
(3,432 characters)
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Images

Cideon Conify.jpg: The new Cideon Conify connection to Eplan now
also integrates the electrical engineering.

Sickenpresse.jpg: The example of a beading tool, the mechanical and
electrical designs of which were generated using Cideon Conify.

Please name Eplan GmbH & Co. KG as the source, and provide us
with a sample copy.

CIDEON

CIDEON advises and supports companies in optimizing their product
development processes — from the initial concept through to engineer-
ing, production and services.CIDEON is a system integrator and pro-
cess consultant and thereby knows and understands the challenges
faced by companies in digital transformation. CIDEON's innovative
solutions ensure continuous data flow along process chains making
data accessible and cost-effective throughout the company. In this
way, CIDEON's customers can fully exploit the potential of digitaliza-
tion to benefit themselves and their clients.CIDEON uses the latest
CAD/CAM and PDM/PLM software solutions as well as self-devel-
oped inhouse software. CIDEON is an Autodesk Platinum Partner for
German speaking locations, an SAP Platinum Build Partner as well as
a software partner to Dassault Systemes and PROCAD. CIDEON em-
ploys more than 300 staff at 13 locations in Germany and Austria and
is part of the Friedhelm Loh Group. The family business operates suc-
cessfully worldwide with more than 12 production facilities and over
95 subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 12.000 people
and generated revenues of €3 billion in fiscal 2022.

For more information visit:
www.cideon.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com
EPLAN

EPLAN provides software and service solutions in the fields of electri-
cal, automation and mechatronic engineering. The company develops
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one of the world’s leading design software solutions for machine and
panel builders. EPLAN is also the ideal partner to streamline chal-
lenging engineering processes. Both standardised as well as custom-
ised interfaces to ERP and PLM/PDM systems ensure data con-
sistency along the whole value chain. Working with EPLAN means
boundless communication across all engineering disciplines. No mat-
ter whether small or large enterprises: Customers can apply their ex-
pertise more efficiently. Worldwide, EPLAN supports more than
68,000 customers. EPLAN wants to grow further with customers and
partners and pushes integration and automation in engineering for-
ward. Within the EPLAN Partner Network, open interfaces and seam-
less integrations are realised together with partners. ,Efficient engi-
neering“ is the focus. EPLAN was founded in 1984 and is part of the
owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group op-
erates worldwide with more than 12 production sites and over 95 in-
ternational subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 12.000
people and generated revenues of €3 billion in fiscal 2022. In 2023,
the Friedhelm Loh Group was named “Best Place to Learn” and “Em-
ployer of the Future”.

For more information visit:
www.eplan-software.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com
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